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Men of steal: A

vard of Sullivan Scrap Company

mound ol scrap metal awarts shredding n the
Holy Ckoe
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From left

George Suflivan

company officials are Bill Sullivan Jr_,

Transceipt | @egs armiChuch Thomey

William Sullivan Sr. and

Ain’t no junk yard

Scrap metal is family’s pot of gold

By BARBARA E. FIERCE
Transcript-Telegram stafl

in what Williarn F. Sullivan refers to as thi

“haorse and buoggy  days Wi [nther woald
travel throwgh the alleys of Holyoks, velling for
pn:-l;rr_ll-r Bin h"'i‘lﬂ‘ out thelr ald raeEs gand papeErs

which b would then recvels

Sullivan points out that recyciing i hin fa
|.||,|_lr'-| |L||_I|'- WE POl rairarly i '\-|_||,|'|||'\-|:|.-|I-|l|‘| A
it s mow

For instance, omployess ot Sulllvin Scrap
Co. now drive lirge Lroacks Lo iransport L
ﬂ'rﬁ.ph_ which nre II||I1'.|:. atie] LR L] Iror O
s

Hut degpite bechnddogienl changes Lhal howve
oocured sinee Sullivan started the business n
1963 with his birolher o el g
spirit remains Both Sulliven and his son, Hill
dr., say the company s their Lfe while Bill Ji
talks aboul continuing the irmalitsion
with his cousin, Dansd Sullivan

Describing the new machinery in his scrap
y urd the alder Sullivan's voice Insisitis

“Idd you s thal one? he asks

Georgs. Lhe

it 8%
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refeiring o & new gullloline shear, which e
forms he same function on heovy steel &5 bl
did on criminals’ heads

“It's & maneater!

I|I':|;,|||i'.|lll then checks Lo maks siere Lhat E
aon has showed the vimitor all the improve
awenls

Bill Jr., s b is coalled, doesn't have to be
romindsd. Whalking throogh the vard, he firsl

polnta cul that it & pobthing I s junk yard
which many poople think is =
scrap ward Nothing here 1= resold as the
item. 1t is all recveled

Trucks drive :hfl_ll,.“.h_ overlonde: with ald
clishwashirs refrigerators, radintors pmd
about every other discarded metal item they
can seerm Lo jam in Sullivan sodd meost of his
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customers are tndustria bat there is
more ol -the-streel  traffle noe recycling has

tescome 5o well-publicized

Dhanny Sullivan, whoso (ather is Goorge, said
he publicity about recycling helps thesr busi-
nens, but “thers are some people who eome in
with one lawn chair and expect big bucks, ™

Mostly there are “the regulers.” The truck-
ers drive up to Lhe small office, located in Ehe
mbdidle of the scrapyard, and chat with Danny
as he writes checks and l'l'Elahl in each lomd

Tl loweide are seporatod by the type of stesl
leams such nn old |:ll.|"lnquuu, lawn chairs, car
hatteries and copper piping are thrown inte dif-
feremt bomes inside o lorge building. Cutside,
piled high, are bundles of the same material
compacted into dense packages, to be sent Lo a
plini where thoy |l be malted down

Prices range from l“ﬂuhl‘ull’.d_'. 8140 for &
car battery to between 75 and 55 conts per
pound for copper, and botween 25 and 50 cents
peet pound for alumibnem. Other items, such as
dishwaahers, are of ktile valos os SCTAp kLAl
ind are disposed of free

s llivan SCFHYE k6 & " il lefrian DPEH'ILI-I:III'I
[hey take métal scrap from companbes and in-
dividuals, and then tom i inle dense kages
of like metal products thet will be L wari
o sleed mdlls where it will be melted down.

wnd though environmental awereness |oas
spurted business on one end, it has alse dimin:
tabed the nomiser of rjnl:l‘rll.iﬂl customers on the
sl e

Sulbivan exploine] that becmise of environ:
cafitrols thal often incresss cosis a
of stesl (oundries and mills have EORe
out of husiness

Hiut in spite of fewer mills to buy Lheir prod
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wet, Sullivan Sernp has grown 50 Limes over -
from a recveling capacity of 1,000 tons a year
o more than 50000 tons, oW i
roughly 25 people. And in terms of sales, !
van =aid their volume = “well into the mil
lions,”

And the Sullivans intend (o continue rein-
vesting in the Holyoke company. Within the
lnumlfwrl] YOurs, {Ey have replaced two of
the large machines used Lo compact stesl.

In the for end of the vard = the newest ma
chime, n lnrge-scale compressar,

To demonstrate its efficiency, Sullivan las o
crane operator pick up a dishwasher, light stéel
iin-urudm-lnlh-rlumnudthmqll of
them into an open “hopper.” Within a minute,
& compact bundle comes out-no larger than o
modium sized box that Sullivan said might
weigh a8 much as 800 pounds,

He sald the machine can compect more than
1040 tons o day. & sigaificant improvement over
ithe old one

The company aplso has had several other
additions during the last few years, including

Lha of the younger generalion of Sul-
livans — Bill Jr. and Danny — o mansgement
positions

Bill Jr. has become involved i scrap recy-
cling on a regional level as well. In March, he
wis elected preshdent of Lhe northern New Eng-
land chapter of the Institute of Scrap Hecy-
ching Industries, lne,

His [nther is still setive in the COMPARY
while co-founder George Sullivan retired several
YEArS BgO.

The Sullivans also own Sullivan Stesl Co.,
Ing. on Jockson Streed, where they sell finishod
steel prodpcis some mnde from stesl that
they originally sold to be recyeled



